
EXCERPTS FROM THE FEDERALIST PAPERS

Nothing is more certain than the indispensable necessity of government, and it is
equally undeniable, that whenever and however it is instituted, the people must cede
to it some of their natural rights in order to vest it with requisite powers.”
(Federalist No. 2)

“The proposed Constitution, so far from implying an abolition of the State
governments, makes them constituent parts of the national sovereignty, by allowing
them a direct representation in the Senate, and leaves in their possession certain
exclusive and very important portions of sovereign power. This fully corresponds, in
every rational import of the terms, with the idea of a federal government.” (No. 9)

 “But the most common and durable source of factions has been the various and
unequal distribution of property. Those who hold and those who are without
property have ever formed distinct interests in society.” (No. 10)

“…the smaller the number of individuals composing a majority, and the smaller the
compass within which they are placed, the more easily will they concert and execute
their plans of oppression. Extend the sphere, and you take in a greater variety of
parties and interests; you make it less probable that a majority of the whole will
have a common motive to invade the rights of other citizens[.]” (No. 10)

“WE HAVE seen the necessity of the Union, as our bulwark against foreign danger,
as the conservator of peace among ourselves, as the guardian of our commerce and
other common interests, as the only substitute for those military establishments
which have subverted the liberties of the Old World, and as the proper antidote for
the diseases of faction, which have proved fatal to other popular governments, and
of which alarming symptoms have been betrayed by our own.” (No. 14)

“Whether there ought to be a federal government intrusted with the care of the
common defense, is a question in the first instance, open for discussion; but the
moment it is decided in the affirmative, it will follow, that that government ought to
be clothed with all the powers requisite to complete execution of its trust.” (No. 23)

“…there must be interwoven, in the frame of the government, a general power of
taxation, in one shape or another.” (No. 30)
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